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with the total loss of the country, was doubtful, I added an order to follow with
his whole force, with another to Colonel Sir John Cumming, who commanded
at Futtehgur, to supply his place at Khaunpoor. I considered that if we were
successful with a less exertion, it would be easy to countermand these orders be-
fore the troops could have advanced far in the execution of them; but if we fail-
ed of success, and such orders were not sent, it might be too late to issue them with
any hope of effect from them, or even of their being received, since the communi-
cation which was now very difficult and uncertain, might then be absolutely pre-
cluded. None of my letters reached Colonel Morgan till he had taken his resolu-
tion. Reports were conveyed to him of my situation, and past misadventures. The
sudden failure of intelligence convinced him of the truth of what he heard; and
justly concluding that orders had been sent which had been stopped in their way to
him, he at once resolved to execute their supposed and obvious purport, and de-
tached a force superior to that which I had required, to my assistance. It consisted
of two regiments of Sepoys, thirty European Artillery-men, and two com-
panies of the European regiment, with four six-pounders, one howitzer, tumbrils>
ammunition, draft and carriage cattle. For the greater expedition he ordered this
detachment to proceed by water. The zeal of the officers so well seconded that
of their commander, that although it appears that the resolution was taken on
the 29th, the whole were embarked, and in movement on the 31st of the month*
Major Crabb commanded the detachment*

A long interval of time, which acquired its full measure from the magnitude
of the events which were expected to grow out of it, and their uncertain produc-
tion, passed in total ignorance of the success of the various orders which had been
dispatched, and of the succors which might be preparing for us. One half of the
province of Owd was in a state of as complete rebellion as that of Banaris. Fut-
teh Shah had invaded Sirkar Saurun in our own province, Bahar, supported by
supplies of money, and encouraged with promises of more, from Cheit Sing; many
of the Zemeedars of Bahar had discovered symptoms of disaffection; and reports
were made to me of levies of men openly entertained for the enemy from our own
subjects in that province; even the wretched subjects of Napaul dared to seize by

force